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Southeast Crop Conditions
 Little has changed since our last report, wet 
remains the operative word.  After Tropical Storm 
Cindy blew through we were able to get a little 
fieldwork done for a day or three.  However, with so 
much to do it felt like we were spinning our wheels. 
No pun intended!  It’s now a mixed bag with the 
older cotton and that on higher ground beginning 
to look like cotton we’re accustomed to, while 
cotton in low lying areas remains questionable at 
best. Sadly, it’s raining once again with continued 
showers in the forecast throughout the holiday 
weekend.  In the coastal region, we’ll see fewer 
cotton acres than intended because planters are 
in the barn and some fields were never planted 
the first time and replanting is not likely.  Once 
it gets drier, and it will, there will be so much to 
do one will hardly know where to begin.  Insect 
control, PGR applications, side dressing, and 
weed control will all be a priority.  It’s times like 
these I try to remember what my father always 
said, even though difficult to accept sometimes, 
he would remind me it’s useless to worry about 
things beyond one’s control but rather keep the 
faith and be prepared to do all things necessary 
to correct the situation when given the opportunity. 
We will all be put to the test to make the most out 
of this crop.

Southwest Crop Conditions
 The West Texas crop is still a big unknown. 
What we do know is that the rain on Sunday 
night and Monday morning was a huge relief to 
more than a majority of acres across West Texas. 
Questionable dryland acres have popped out of 
the ground and look much better than this time last 
week and the irrigated cotton is certainly doing a 
lot better. Of course, there are still dry spots and 
failed acres that the rains were too late for; most 
of these acres north of Lubbock will be planted to 
grain sorghum or corn.  However, south of Lubbock 
there will now be more uninsurable cotton planted 
with better moisture than we once anticipated.  
Bear in mind, with the increase in acres this year, 
a certain percentage of abandonment could still 
be offset. 

Side dressing Cotton
 Extremely wet field conditions have made 
timeliness an issue when it comes to side dressing 
cotton.   University research has shown the 
optimum time to side dress N is from 0 to 45 days 
after planting.  This coincides with early fruit set 
and increased nitrogen demand from the plant. 
This year, however, such a window has been hard 
to hit as fertilizer buggies simply couldn’t stand up 
in many fields.  In such cases, side dressing should 



be a priority and applied as soon as soil conditions 
allow, preferably before bloom.  For research also 
tells us N applied 90 days after planting (normally 
peak bloom) is the same as applying no nitrogen 
at all.  Commonly, we side dress with 60 units of 
N for a total of 90 units when combined with that 
applied at planting. Don’t skimp on this rate as 
nitrogen losses have certainly occurred in these 
wet conditions.

Cotton Insect Control
 We wrote about plant bug management last 
week, but since this pest can be found in almost 
every field of squaring cotton we felt it needed 
another mention.  It’s important to scout all fields 
carefully with special attention to the older more 
mature cotton.  Plant bugs have been moving from 
wild host plants into cotton for weeks now.   Often 
this migration can be as short as a week to ten days 
when host plants dry down quickly, making control 
simple.  However, recent rains are sustaining host 
plants which in turn will prolong their migration for 
weeks.  This will require more diligence on our 
part in scouting and possibly multiple insecticide 
applications. It is critical pinhead square retention 
remains above 80 percent, if not, treatment is 
necessary. Controlling adult plant bugs early 
season will greatly reduce pressure from 
immatures that will begin hatching in older cotton 
in mid-July.  At that time, be prepared to combat a 
complex of insect pests including plant bug adults 
and immatures along with stinkbugs. No rest for 
the weary! 
 Surprisingly, aphids are being reported in 
many fields across the Southeast. This increase 
in aphid pressure is occurring earlier than in 
most years.  Nonetheless, under current weather 
conditions look for the aphid fungus to buildup 
rather quickly taking this pest out. Insecticide 
treatments should only be necessary where plants 
are under severe stress.  

Until next time,

 

ATTENTION:
AQCA and Choice Cotton Company have relocated their offices to

169 East Main Street
Prattville, Alabama 36067. 

Please note our new mailing address and send all future documents to this location. 


